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HOPE ACADEMY 
 

HISTORY 
Hope Academy was founded in August of 1987 as a ministry of Hope Church, a 
non-denominational church. In 2022, Hope Preschool was started to provide even 
more opportunities for families.  
 

VISION 
Every child is handpicked by God on purpose for a purpose! ​Our role is to help 
each student discover their God-given gifts, develop themselves into who He 
created them to be, and set them up for success both in school and beyond. We 
believe in building a foundational relationship with God and want to partner with 
parents to help children build their lives for the rest of their life in God! As a 
mission of Hope Church, Hope Academy shares the vision of Hope Church: We 
are refreshed and rooted in the unforced rhythms of grace from Jesus. In Jesus, 
we find rest for our soul, joy for our present, healing and freedom from our past, 
and hope for our future. We experience the fruit and good gifts God has for us 
through the overflow of the Holy Spirit and are transformed from the inside out 
as we trust in Him. Hope is a safe, multicultural, multigenerational place for the 
whole family to belong and tap into the more that God has for them because of 
the finished work of Jesus. Hope Academy’s mission is that all students would be 
“Growing in grace.” We believe that everyone is on a journey of being with Jesus 
and becoming who God created them to be that is a lifelong growth process.  
 

BELIEFS 
We believe that education should include character-building and that character 
starts in the heart. We believe that what you do is a result of who you are and 
how you view yourself. Who we are is a product of our relationship with Jesus. We 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God and died so everyone could have a personal 
relationship with Him, including children. As we get to know who Jesus is, we get 
to see ourselves and who He made us to be. Therefore we teach and practice that 
that relationship with Jesus is the foundation of our lives and build everything 
else on it. We believe that the Bible is God’s inspired Word. It is accurate, 
authoritative, and applicable to our everyday lives. 
 

CHARACTER 
By providing opportunities for students to experience God, we aim to create 
excitement for life by serving Him. We provide a framework of Biblical principles 
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for our students to live by offering a daily chapel where our students learn how to 
pray, worship, and learn truth made relevant to them. We teach forgiveness and 
acceptance of others, to have a heart for what God cares about, and to respect 
authority. We offer leadership opportunities for students to serve each other in 
school as well as to reach out into the community and the world. 
 

ACADEMICS 
We are dedicated to maintaining excellence in our academics. From providing 
small class sizes to diverse instructional strategies, we aim to help students find 
their God-given talents and giftings in order to use them for God’s purposes in 
their lives. Our curriculum is designed to build foundational understandings in 
reading, writing, math, science, and history in order to elevate students into 
honors classes in high school and prepare them for success in higher education. 
We believe that learning can be exciting and fun, challenging and rewarding.  
 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
Hope Academy admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all 
the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national or ethnic origin, or biologically-assigned gender in the administration of 
its educational policies, hiring policies, academic policies and programs, and 
other school-administered programs. 
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

DAILY CHAPEL 
The most important thing in life is a personal relationship with Jesus, and we 
want to give students the opportunity to connect with Him and who He is every 
day. ​Because it's foundational in life, we prioritize it as the first period of every day 
and believe every child can experience the love of Jesus. 
 

DAILY SPECIALS 
Every day the students get one period a day to learn a special skill. In Drama they 
learn how to act and emote as well as memorization and public speaking. In 
Leadership they discover how they can influence and serve others. Art and 
Typing teaches them practical and creative skills. Physical Education exposes 
them to fitness, coordination, and different sports. 
 

DAILY RECESS 
After lunch every student gets time to engage with their friends in free play. If the 
weather is nice they get to play 4-Square outside; during the rest of the year they 
get to enjoy our 3-Floor Indoor Playground! There are slides, obstacles, climbing 
activities, and more! 
 

DAILY SCHEDULE 
Our days are split into nine, 44-minute periods with 3 minutes of prep time 
between classes. Because of our high teacher to student ratio, teachers are able 
to structure their days within these periods to meet the specific needs of their 
students. Grades 5 through 8 get to learn different courses from different 
teachers who specialize in those subjects. 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
We believe learning can happen anywhere. We love doing field trips in and 
around our community and schedule at least one field trip per marking period. 
All trips require parental consent and are monitored by school staff. 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 
Your child is invited to bring a snack on their birthday (or the nearest date to it). 
They are encouraged to bring their favorite sweet treat to share with their class.  
For safety reasons, please do not send nuts or gum.  
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ADMISSIONS 
ADMISSION POLICY 

Applications are available to the public on the Hope Academy website. Each 
application is considered by the Academy and/or Church staff case-by-case on 
the basis of whether or not the student, family, and school are mutually 
compatible at the discretion of the staff. 

 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE 

Hope Academy and Preschool have a rolling enrollment which means that 
families can apply for admission at any time throughout the year. Submitting an 
application, though, does not guarantee placement; and an application may be 
denied at any step in the process. The procedure is as follows: 
 

1)​ Family completes Admission Application 
2)​ Staff reviews application 
3)​ An interview is scheduled with members of the Hope Academy and Hope 

Church Staff 
4)​ Upon official acceptance, the family receives the Enrollment Form and 

uploads required documents including Records Release, Proof of Physicals, 
and Immunization Records 

5)​ Non-Refundable Registration Fee is paid 
6)​ First month’s tuition is paid 
7)​ Student begins attending 

 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

●​ Students entering Preschool must be age 3 by December and potty 
trained. Students entering Kindergarten must be age 5 by December. 

●​ NYSDOH mandates that all students enrolled in schools meet State 
immunization requirements. Proof of proper immunizations must be on 
file at school by the first day of school (Public Health Law No 2164 Ch 443). 
Those who are behind in their vaccinations need proof of appointments 
turned in by the first day of school to maintain enrollment and turn in 
updated immunization records to the school upon receiving them. 
Students not vaccinated by the compliance date set forth by the NYSED 
each year (September) will not be allowed entrance in school buildings 
until proof of required immunizations are obtained. The Education Law 
requires students in certain grades to have physicals. 
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TUITION POLICIES 
A yearly, non-refundable registration fee due by July 1st for each student. Tuition 
payments are separate from this amount. Tuition may be paid in full at any time; 
otherwise, payments are expected to be made monthly September through 
June. Payments are due by the 15th of each month and considered late if carried 
to the next month. Any pre-paid tuition is non-refundable. 
 

LATE PAYMENT POLICY 
A late fee of $40 will be charged if tuition is 30 days past due. If payments are 
delinquent for 60 days, all past due balances must be paid in full to retain 
enrollment. Hope Academy and Preschool reserve the right to release children 
from the school for nonpayment of tuition. If an account becomes 60 days past 
due, the student will be removed from the school. Unpaid amounts are not 
canceled and student records are not transferred until all unpaid balances are 
received. No deductions will be made from tuition for any absences for any 
reason. If a registered student is withdrawn from school, the current month of 
tuition remains due. All accounts must be paid in full before the next school year 
begins. Students whose accounts are not current will not receive final report 
cards, cannot participate in graduation activities, and cannot receive records for 
transfer. 
 

WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURE 
Should a student leave the school mid-year, the following applies: 

a) All school-owned books and equipment must be returned to the office. 
b) The student locker must be cleared of all personal items. 
c) All tuition must be brought up to the current month. 
e) Once the above is satisfied, records for transfer will be released. 

 
GRADE PLACEMENT 

Transfer students will meet with a teacher and have assessment testing in math, 
language arts, reading comprehension. 
 

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION 
All students, with some exceptions, must be academically able to work in the 
standard classroom. As a private, Christian school that does not receive direct 
federal funding, we are not mandated to follow Section 504 Plans or to 
accommodate students with disabilities (i.e. IEPs). However, we have often had 
students with 504s or IEPs as part of our student body, as we are able to serve 
them. In some cases, Hope Academy and Preschool is not the best fit for 

8 



students with certain needs as we may not have the proper personnel or means 
to accommodate every student (for example, we do not have one on one aides). 

 
NON-CUSTODIAL PARENTS 

The following guidelines assist Hope Academy and Preschool in being of service 
to a student’s family that has undergone circumstances of separation and/or 
divorce. If both parents share custody, we require that both parents be in unity on 
the decision to send children to Hope Academy.  

a) Ordinarily, the school does not resist involvement by any natural parents 
in school-related business or the access of such parents to the child or child’s 
records. The exception to this policy is a court order or comparable legal 
document that restricts such involvement or access. The school will not be in a 
position of favoring or choosing sides between parents. 

b) Any action on the part of parents, custodial or non-custodial, which is 
disruptive to the operation of the school, is cause for the school to take all 
appropriate means to restrict access in the future. 

c) With respect to student activities that require parental consent, the 
school accepts consent only from the parent with legal custody of the student, 
unless authorization to grant consent is given to another parent by court order or 
comparable legal document. 
 

ACADEMIC POLICIES 
Hope Academy uses the ABEKA curriculum framework, integrating other 
instructional strategies to provide a well-rounded, exciting learning experience. 
We believe that this foundation will promote excellence and self-motivation in 
students, successfully preparing them for higher education. An online grading 
system is available for parents to view their child’s progress in all their subjects. 
Grade reports are sent home at the end of each quarter of school. Conferences 
are available but not required at the end of the first quarter and as needed 
throughout the year. We highly value parental connection.  
 
Homework is an important part of learning at Hope Academy. We believe that it 
enforces classroom instruction as well as builds self-motivation and responsibility. 
In general, a student should have no more than 30-60 minutes of homework. If 
this is consistently not the case, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
When students are struggling academically, Hope Academy staff endeavors to 
help find answers and strategies for improvement. We desire a working 
relationship with parents in order to bring consistency with goals at school and 
home for their work. Grade averages alone do not always give an accurate picture 
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of problems; therefore, we approach each situation looking at the full scope of 
work ethic, attitude, and academics. We understand that Hope Academy is not 
for everyone and if we are unable to bring the needed help or resolution to a 
student academically, the student will be unenrolled. 

 
TRANSCRIPTS 

A release of student transcript request should be submitted in writing to the 
school office. The request should include the student’s name, year graduated or 
current year, and the name and address as to where the transcript should be 
sent. 
Official Transcript – An official transcript is dated and signed by a school official. It 
is then, generally, mailed directly to another institution. If given to a student or 
parent, it will be placed in a sealed envelope. If the envelope is open or altered in 
any way, the document will not be accepted. 
Unofficial Transcript – A student or parent will be given an unofficial transcript 
upon request. The unofficial transcript will not be signed by a school official. 
 
NOTE: Students who leave Hope Academy upon graduation or at any time 
during the year will not have any transcript released if a balance remains on the 
account or if school items (i.e. books or equipment) are not returned. Failure to 
return school items will result in a charge on the family’s account, and all such 
charges must be paid in full before any records will be released.  
 

BEHAVIORAL & DISCIPLINE POLICIES 
By focusing on Biblical truths, students are taught they are unconditionally loved 
by God; and teachers endeavor to mirror this truth. Issues with behavior are not 
approached as a negative, but rather as an opportunity for correction in order to 
bring direction towards better choices. In these situations, teachers will have a 
talk with the student with a hopeful expectation of heart change. If those talks 
are not successful, the principal will be called to meet with the student. 
Consequences, such as loss of privileges are given if needed. If a student does not 
respond to repeated attempts by the staff for change, parents will be contacted 
to remove their child from school for the day, to be disciplined as the parent sees 
fit. Our expectation is that the student will return to school the following day 
ready to move forward. Repetitive disobedience may result in suspensions longer 
than one day and/or expulsion. A student may be dismissed or expelled from 
school and/or asked not to return the following year if he/she is out of unity with 
Hope Academy values and/or policies at the sole discretion of the administration. 
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BATHROOM 
Students are only to use the locker rooms, restrooms, and changing facilities that 
correspond with their biologically-assigned gender. This standard applies to all 
school-sponsored activities, on and off campus (i.e. on class field trips). 
 

CELLPHONE & ELECTRONICS POLICIES 
Cellphones are not to be brought to school unless by parental request and 
should be reported to their teacher. Other than specified use, the phone should 
be kept in a place designated by the teacher on silent. 
 
Handheld electronic devices are prohibited. Older students may be allowed to 
use their personal computer for school purposes under teacher supervision.  
 
Hope Academy is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged devices.  
 

DRESS CODE 
Students should wear clothes that cover their bodies appropriately and avoid 
clothing that is uncomfortable or not appropriate for learning environments. 
Students should not wear pajamas to school. We dress for success not for 
sleeping. If any concerns arise, staff will discuss with students/parents the reasons 
for why their clothing is not appropriate for school. This will not be based on 
opinion but on ideas such as distractions and respectability. It is our goal to help 
students learn to choose their clothing in an expressive and fun way, without 
compromising the honor of oneself and others.  
 

PARENTAL AGREEMENT 
It is the heart and intention of Hope Academy Staff to be in unity with parents for 
the good of the students, maintaining regular communication throughout the 
year with conferences and/or calls and messages as needed. By enrolling your 
child in the school you are agreeing to all the policies stated above and to 
maintaining open and honest communication with teachers and staff. 
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
ATTENDANCE 

Regular and punctual attendance every school day is very important to the 
student’s success in school. Students that miss school will be allowed to make up 
work without loss of credit per the teacher’s classroom policy. School absences 
will fall in one of two categories: excused or unexcused. 
 

EXCUSED TARDINESS AND ABSENCES 
The following are legal absences from school: 

●​ Sickness 
●​ Sickness or death in family 
●​ Weather 
●​ Religious observance 
●​ Quarantine 
●​ Court 
●​ Health appointments (dentist, optometrist, doctor, etc) 

All other tardiness and absences not contained in the preceding list are 
considered unexcused. 
 

WELLNESS POLICY 
Please keep children home who display fever, vomiting, acute cold symptoms, 
sore throat, earache, swollen glands, rash, headache, eye infections or drowsiness. 
Your child must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school. This will 
help us keep germs to a minimum. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL TIMES 
The school day runs from 7:50am to 3:00pm, Monday through Friday. Students 
are marked late after homeroom starts at 7:50am. Students may arrive at school 
after 7:30am. For students who must remain at school past 3:15pm, please inquire 
about our Afterschool program for an additional fee. 
 

MISSED WORK WHEN ABSENT OR TARDY 
At Hope Academy we believe student success is related to consistent attendance. 
When absences are necessary, we ask that you communicate with your child’s 
teacher. Homework can be sent home if able. Work missed due to illnesses will 
be given appropriate time for makeup. If, on a rare occasion, family obligations 
require an absence, we ask that parents plan for instructional continuity.  
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EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
Students missing more than 25 days of school in a school year will not receive 
credit for their year of schooling. (This is a 13% absence rate. Absence rates will be 
monitored and parents will be notified accordingly). 
 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 
NYS Education Law, Title 4, Article 65, Section 3205 (3) requires that students 
between the ages of six and sixteen attend school. The minor is required to 
remain in attendance until the last day of the school year when the minor turns 
seventeen years old. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation is the responsibility of the parents. Families can contact their local 
school district bus garage for transportation on the buses. Parents are 
responsible for all communication with their bus garages regarding their 
students riding on those buses. 
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PICK UP AND DROP OFF AT SCHOOL 
Kindergarten through Eighth grade will be dropped off and picked up at the 
same location every day shown on the map (pictured below) by the GREEN LINE 
where they will wait in the Hope Kids Foyer until they are released to your car. 
You can line up on the RED ARROWS and follow the flow of traffic up to the 
doors. Once the teachers can see your car, your students will be released to you. 
You may then exit the line and leave the parking lot on Charles Street. Traffic will 
be perpendicular to the parking spaces as noted on the map. Parents with ONLY 
Preschoolers may drop off and pick up at the front of the main building through 
the doors marked by the ORANGE LINE on the map. You may drive onto the 
concrete along the BLUE ARROWS. Please pull all the way off of the road before 
stopping and exit down Brewster Street. Please do not turn around on John 
Street. You will receive a PickUp Code which will tell the teachers which students 
to release. You and whoever you give a copy to (you will receive several) will be 
the only ones with this code and will need it to pick up your students. 
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS AND DELAYS 
Hope Academy and Preschool is closed or delayed whenever the Corning 
Painted Post School district is closed/delayed. 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY 
You work hard to keep your kids safe. We want to partner with you to make sure 
their safety is a priority whether they are at home or at school. Here are a few of 
the measures that we take to do what we can to protect your children while they 
are in our care. 
 

BACKGROUND CHECKS 
All Hope Academy, Preschool, and Church staff that work in the buildings during 
school hours are background checked by a third-party organization. 
 

LOCKED DOORS 
All exterior doors remain locked during school hours. There is a camera and 
doorbell system to make sure that every visitor is screened and, if permitted to 
enter, escorted onto and off of the property. 
 

VISITORS 
All visitors are to report to the school office upon arrival at school. Note the 
following: 

●​ All visitors must sign in at the school office. 
●​ Students are not to invite friends to visit the school without permission 

from the administrator. 
●​ Only prospective students are allowed to visit during the school day and 

only once permission has been secured from the administrator. 
●​ Students are not to have contact with non-school personnel unless they 

are approved visitors. 
●​ Past students must receive permission from the administrator to visit 

during the school day. 
●​ For security reasons, we cannot have unescorted parents in the building. 

 
TRANSPARENCY 

We believe that accountability is a gift. All classrooms and offices have doors with 
fully transparent, glass windows to ensure that even when doors are closed there 
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is accountability in every room. Additionally, it is our policy that no adult is ever 
alone with a student. 
 

CAMERAS 
In addition to transparent doors, every public space has a surveillance camera 
with a 24/7 recording system. As you would expect, any room with assumed 
privacy (like a restroom) does not have a camera. However, all the entrances to 
restrooms are recorded. For more information see the Security Policies & 
Procedures at the bottom of our website www.NYHopeAcademy.com . 
 

SAFETY DRILLS 
We comply with fire and safety drill requirements throughout the school year. 
 

MEDICATION AND DRUG USE 
Use of prescription and non-prescription medication (i.e. Tylenol, ibuprofen, 
antihistamines, etc.) at school requires explicit written permission from a 
physician. Due to liability reasons and based on regulations from the NYS 
commissioner of education, those in the school office cannot dispense any 
medication without a physician’s order. Medication brought to school is to be left 
at the school office. 
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